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The Africa Research in Sustainable Intensification for 
the Next Generation (Africa RISING) program 
comprises three research-for-development projects 
supported by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) as part of the 
U.S. government’s Feed the Future global food 
security initiative.  
 
Through action research and development 
partnerships, Africa RISING creates opportunities for 
smallholder farm households to move out of hunger 
and poverty.  This is achieved by sustainably 
intensifying farming systems to improve access to 
food, enhance nutrition, and promote income 
security, particularly for women and children while 
the natural resource base is conserved or enhanced.  
 
The three projects are led by the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture (in West Africa and 
East and Southern Africa) and the International 
Livestock Research Institute (in the Ethiopian 
Highlands). The International Food Policy Research 
Institute leads the monitoring, evaluation, and impact 
assessment. 
 
Each project focuses on locally significant agricultural 
production systems: 
 
 Cereal-legume-livestock based farming systems in 
the Guinea-Sudano-Savannah Zone of West 
Africa 
 
 Crop-livestock systems with significant areas of 
wheat grown in the Ethiopian Highlands  
 
 Maize-legume-livestock integrated farming 
systems in East and Southern Africa  
 
To maximize development impacts and facilitate the 
scaling-up of research results, the projects target 
broadly representative agro-ecological zones with 
high agricultural potential. Each project also works 
with various public, civil, and private development 
organizations in outcome-oriented participatory 
action research. 
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Key features 
Africa RISING aims to make sustainable intensification 
technologies and management practices relevant 
and accessible to smallholder farmers in a variety of 
agro-ecological, economic, and social contexts. Key 
strategies for this are:  
 
Participatory research methods that promote the 
scalability and social sustainability of agricultural 
innovations. Strategies include extensive consultation 
with local famers (particularly women) throughout 
project design and implementation, focus on farmer-
selected technologies, and action research 
methodologies such as farmer field trials and 
‘mother-baby’ experiments. 
 
Local adaptation of proven technologies to facilitate 
technology adoption. At a single site, technologies 
under investigation might include improved crop 
varieties, legume intercropping, fertilizer trees, 
integration of livestock or vegetables, soil and water 
management strategies, small-scale mechanization, 
integrated pest management strategies, post-harvest 
and phyto-sanitary practices, and local seed 
production systems. The project seeks to support the 
integration and adaptation of appropriate 
combinations of these in ways that capitalize on their 
synergies to improve whole-system productivity. 
 
Emphasis on broad development outcomes that help 
contextualize productivity gains within the broader, 
farm household livelihoods system. Each technology 
is evaluated for its contribution not only to yield, but 
also to broad environmental and development goals 
such as improved labor budgets for women, better 
nutrition for families, higher water infiltration and 
retention for soils, higher income, and resilience to 
market and climate fluctuations. 
 
Partnership 
Africa RISING brings together expertise from 10 
CGIAR and associated international centers, local and 
international universities, national governments, 
national agricultural research institutes, NGOs, and 
the private sector.  
 
It explicitly seeks to align interventions with CAADP 
national and continent-wide priorities, complement 
USAID country mission investments, and develop an 
integrated R4D model that is scalable and adaptable.  
 
 
Key contacts: 
 
Peter Thorne – ILRI Ethiopia, p.thorne@cgiar.org 
 
Irmgard Hoeschle-Zeledon – IITA Nigeria, i.zeledon@cgiar.org 
 
Mateete Bekunda – IITA Tanzania, m.bekunda@cgiar.org 
 
Asamoah Larbi – IITA Ghana, a.larbi@cgiar.org 
 
Carlo Azzarri – IFPRI USA, c.azzarri@cgiar.org 
 
Simret Yasabu – ILRI communications, s.yasabu@cgiar.org 
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